Leontyne Price

born February 10, 1927

Mary Violet Leontyne Price is an American soprano who built a career as an
international opera singer despite segregation and racial prejudice.

An alumnus of Julliard, Price rose to fame first as Bess in a touring production of
Gershwin’s Porgy and Bess in 1952. This led to her singing “Summertime” at the
Met Jamboree in 1953 at the Metropolitan Opera, making her the first Black
American to sing with the Met.

One of the most popular opera singers of her generation, Price became the first
Black American prima donna at the Met. She was considered by many to be the
greatest Verdi soprano of all time.

Price became an international sensation, known for her roles in Il Trovatore,
Antony and Cleopatra and Aida. Her final performance of Aida at the Met in
1985 served as the beginning of her retirement from the stage.
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