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Mary Church 
Terrell 

 
born September 23, 1863  

died July 24, 1954

Mary Church Terrell was an American civil rights advocate and women’s 

suffragist. She was one of the first Black women in the United States to receive a 

college degree. 

Terrell was born to freed slaves in Memphis, Tennessee. She received a degree in 

Classics at Oberlin College and then completed her master’s degree in Education 

there as well. 

Terrell taught modern languages at Wilberforce University and was a charter 

member of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People 

(NAACP). She helped found the National Association of Colored Women in 1896 

and served as its first president on a national level. 

Terrell gave several speeches encouraging the National American Woman 

Suffrage Association to open its membership to Black women, most notably, “The 

Progress of Colored Women.” She became an unofficial ambassador for the 

organization and advocated strongly for intersectional suffrage. 

In her later years, Terrell protested racial segregation through picketing, sit-ins, 

and discrimination lawsuits.


