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Adrienne Rich was a poet, essayist, and feminist. She is best known for her
personal and political poetry and for her women’s rights, civil rights, anti-war,
and lesbian advocacy.

Rich published her first collection of poems, A Change of World, while still in
college. It was selected by W. H. Auden as the recipient of the Yale Series of
Younger Poets Award. Over the next two decades she published more poetry,
often engaging in themes of motherhood, gender, power, politics, and Jewish
identity.

In 1974, her collection Diving into the Wreck tied for the National Book Award
alongside Allen Ginsberg’s The Fall of America. She, Audre Lorde, and Alice
Walker, all of whom had been nominated, accepted the award together on behalf
of all women affected by the oppression of the patriarchy.

After the death of her husband, Rich met and became life-long partners with
author Michelle Cliff. Her 19777 pamphlet, Twenty-One Love Poems, was the first
exploration of lesbian themes in her poetry.

Rich was an activist, protesting the war in Iraq throughout the 2000s. In 1997,
she declined the National Medal of Arts to protest the vote by the House of
Representatives to end the National Endowment for the Arts.
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